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It is the aim of this legislation to allow stu-
dents receiving fellowships from this program
to work closely with the National Center for
Natural Disasters, Coastal Infrastructure, and
Emergency Management to strengthen our
Nation’s overall response to natural disasters.
The research conducted by the fellowship par-
ticipants will also reinforce the efforts of the
Office of the Federal Coordinator for Gulf
Coast Rebuilding at DHS. Additionally, the re-
search conducted by the fellows will be shared
with Congress.

This important legislation will allow us to
train experts and professionals to develop
substantive policy solutions that will seek to
solve the homeland security and disaster re-
sponse challenges that confront our Nation. |
ask my colleagues to support the Department
of Homeland Security Preparedness, Re-
search, and Education Program Act of 2008,
or the DHS PREP Act of 2008.

HONORING GOD AND COUNTRY
HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, for over 225 vyears the
United States has been a beacon of hope and
freedom throughout the world. Millions of peo-
ple from every corner of the world have left
their homelands to come to America and start
a new life, one based on the rights and lib-
erties enshrined in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights.

That freedom comes at a price, however.
Whether it is the original fight for independ-
ence during the American Revolution, the
drive to defeat communism during the cold
war, or the current battle against global Is-
lamic extremists, soldiers throughout our his-
tory have fought and given their lives to keep
us safe here at home. | salute their sacrifice
and dedication to their fellow man, and thank
those veterans here today for your great mili-
tary service.

While our Nation has often had to defend
itself from enemies, both foreign and domes-
tic, it has been our shared commitment to faith
and belief in a higher power that has given us
the strength to soldier on during tough and try-
ing times. America has seen both the good
and the bad throughout our Nation’s history,
but in the end | firmly believe that each of us
will heed the call to the better angels of our
nature when forced to make decisions that af-
fect our fellow man.

Together we can continue the great success
of the United States. Throughout our history,
while our ancestors came from all over the
globe, the great melting pot that is America
meant that we have shared a common lan-
guage and a common faith. Our Nation is firm-
ly rooted in Christian principles that have
made us strong and envied by the rest of the
world. Whenever a crisis happens in a far-
away land across the seas, it is men and
women like you who pull together in the spirit
of Christian charity and a desire to help your
fellow man. It is our military that brings relief
supplies to nations like Burma or Indonesia
after their floods, and the United States Armed
Forces that meets the challenge of liberating
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Europe from the Axis superpowers. The can-
do spirit of our Nation means we never back
away from a challenge, and that by working
together we can accomplish anything we set
our minds to.

America is the greatest nation in the world.
We have a proud history of service, faith and
community ties that bind us to the common
belief in the goodness of mankind. By working
together we can continue that history and en-
sure that future generations of Americans will
share the ideals and values that brought us
here today. Thank you and God bless the
United States of America.

TRIBUTE TO CLEMMYE JACKSON
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Clemmye Jackson,
the Ames, lowa Community School District's
accelerated learning program director, after 30
years of service to the Ames community.

For the past 30 years Clemmye has contrib-
uted her time and talents to improving youths’
lives through education and mentoring. She is
a native of Ocala, Florida and moved with her
husband George, to Rochester, Michigan
when he was hired by Oakwood University in
the 1970’s. She started working as a sub-
stitute teacher and found her niche in working
with at-risk children, where she learned to
teach using structured discipline, communica-
tion in a respectful manner, and a sense of
humor. When George took a job at lowa State
University in 1977, she became a counselor at
Ames High School. She later became the di-
rector of the accelerated learning program for
K—-12 education in the Ames School District.

Under her guidance, the Ames School dis-
trict has applied for, and successfully received
annual grants of over $2 million for at-risk ac-
celerated learning programs including an inter-
vention prevention department, Title I, a drug-
free program, a program for homeless stu-
dents, three separate preschool programs,
and an English language learner program. Be-
cause of Clemmye’s vision and hard work, the
successful at-risk programs now utilize over
49 teachers and noncertified employees to as-
sist students.

Clemmye has made a lasting impact on stu-
dents throughout her career, and her leader-
ship will be missed. However, she leaves the
future program director the inspiration to help
youth dream big, work hard, and achieve great
things.

| consider it an honor to represent Clemmye
Jackson in the United States Congress, and |
know my colleagues join me in wishing her
and her husband George, a long, happy and
healthy retirement.

————

CONNECTICUT CLEAN ENERGY
FUND

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Mr. COURTNEY. In December 2007, the
Connecticut Clean Energy Fund (CCEF)
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Board announced a $1.18 million grant to the
Lee Company’s Westbrook production facility
for the development of a solar photovoltaic
system. On Friday, June 27, 2008 the Lee
Company will celebrate the returns on these
investments: Connecticut’s largest solar photo-
voltaic system at a manufacturing facility. | rise
today to recognize this monumental achieve-
ment and commend the Lee Company and the
CCEF’s leadership with facilitating a greener
Connecticut for current and future generations.

In 1948, the Lee Company was founded by
Leighton Lee Il in eastern Connecticut. Over
the past six decades, the Lee Company has
transformed the original Connecticut regional
offices into a national presence. Today, the
company remains one of the foremost devel-
opers and manufacturers of fluid control com-
ponents for aerospace systems.

The CCEF was established by Connecticut’s
General Assembly in 2000. Since inception,
the CCEF, administered by Connecticut Inno-
vations, has invested millions of dollars in re-
newable energy projects throughout Con-
necticut, focusing on solar, biomass, wind,
hydro, and wave power. In my district alone,
the Fund has provided nearly $14 million in in-
centive grants for 207 alternative energy
projects. Current operating renewable energy
projects are estimated to generate 5 million
kWh and eliminate over 4.1 million pounds of
greenhouse gas emissions over the course of
each year.

As important as the state’s help was in this
project, it was the vision and determination of
the Lee Company that really made the
project’s exciting transformation of its energy
system possible. The CCEF’s incentive grant
to the Lee Company, which covered half the
cost of the 308-kilowatt photovoltaic system at
the Westbrook production facility, is one of the
largest in the state of Connecticut. Once oper-
ating, the photovoltaic system will provide 19
percent of the energy used at the facility.
When the system is not in use, energy pro-
duction credits will be deducted from the com-
pany’s electric bill.

In addition to reducing dependence on fossil
fuels and greenhouse gas emissions, these in-
vestments will generate new economic growth
and opportunity. The Lee Company employs
more than 100 individuals at the Westbrook
production facility and more than 800 people
throughout the state. These investments will
allow for the continued growth of the company
and expanded employment opportunities
throughout Connecticut.

Madam Speaker, our Nation is at a critical
turning point. For the strength of our economy
and health of our environment, investments in
clean, renewable energy are needed now
more than ever. | ask my colleagues to join
with me and my constituents in recognizing
these renewable energy achievements and
supporting similar initiatives in their districts.

———

CELEBRATION OF GOVERNOR BILL
SHEFFIELD’S 80TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 26, 2008
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay special tribute to a great
American and outstanding Alaskan on the oc-
casion of his 80th birthday. Born on June 26,
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1928, in Spokane Washington, the Honorable
Bill Sheffield has been a leader in business,
government, and public policy for many of the
55 years he has resided in Alaska. He served
as governor from 1982 to 1986 following an
impressive and prosperous business career in
which he built a company that became one of
the largest private employers in Alaska and
the Yukon Territory.

Following a landslide victory in his 1982
election, Governor Sheffield focused his atten-
tion to curbing the runaway growth in state
government, bettering the lives of rural Alas-
kans, and saving more of Alaska’s energy rev-
enues for future generations of Alaskans. As
Governor he supported opening ANWR, a po-
sition | proudly share with him and one which
we will continue to support until development
begins.

Since leaving public office in 1986, Gov-
ernor Sheffield hasn’t slowed down at alll He
is a trustee of Alaska Pacific University; a
member of the Advisory Board of ENSTAR
Natural Gas; a charter member of Common-
wealth North, Alaska’s leading public affairs
forum; Past Chairman of the Federal Salary
Council; former Alaska Chairman of the United
Nations 50th year celebration; received the
2006 Lifetime Achievement Award in Business
from Alaska Business Monthly; former Presi-
dent & CEO of the Alaska Railroad Corpora-
tion and now serves on its Board of Directors.

In addition to these many commitments,
Governor Sheffield also serves as the Director
of the Port of Anchorage. As Director, Shef-
field has implemented a massive expansion
that started in 2002 and will be completed in
2014. Governor Sheffield’s vision for the much
needed expansion of the State of Alaska’s
largest port will serve nearly the entire geo-
graphic area and population of our State as
goods and materials are brought into Alaska.
In addition, the Port will serve National De-
fense Objectives by providing vital, modern-
ized transportation support and access to four
major military installations and personnel in
Alaska, including the Stryker Brigade at Ft.
Wainwright. Furthermore, the expanded port
will play a major role in the ongoing efforts to
bring even more of Alaska’s vast and much
needed energy resources to the rest of the
Nation. | am proud to support Governor Shef-
field, the expansion of the Port and the fan-
tastic job he is doing for Alaska and the Na-
tion. His tireless energy and enthusiasm con-
tinues to amaze me!

As a candidate for Governor in 1982, Bill’s
theme was “Bringing the State Together.” |
learned from him that when we all work to-
gether we can achieve great things and | hope
that others continue to follow in his path of bi-
partisanship. Most importantly, Madam Speak-
er, against the backdrop of today’s partisan
fighting, | have always tried to reach out to the
other side, to reach out to Democrats who are
dedicated to getting things done. Governor
Sheffield, a lifelong Democrat, is one of the
best examples | know of someone who is will-
ing to work with anyone, regardless of political
affiliation, who is also devoted to achieving im-
portant goals for the greater good.

| like to remember great leaders by what
they were able to accomplish while they
served others. The legacy that Bill will leave
behind someday is the vision he has had for
the future of Alaska. | share his vision in in-
vesting now to prepare for the future. Some-
times this goes against the grain of popular
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opinion but a great leader is unafraid of rock-
ing the boat of populism. | celebrate Bill's will-
ingness to do this and wish more public serv-
ants were willing to stand up for what is right
and not just popular.

| would be remiss were | not to mention that
while Bill works hard, he also knows how to
enjoy all that life has to offer. He is an excel-
lent duck hunter, fisherman, golfer and an avid
outdoorsman and his friends and family mean
the world to him. He and | have shared count-
less hours together over the years and | truly
value his unwavering friendship. Madam
Speaker, | am honored to call Bill Sheffield my
friend and | hope the entire Congress will join
me and my wife Lu in wishing him well on this
wonderful occasion. Happy birthday Billl God
bless you.

COMMEMORATING THE 58TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE START OF
THE KOREAN WAR

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise tonight to honor the bravery and courage
of American and Korean servicemen; and to
celebrate the bonds of friendship between our
two great countries. Fifty-eight years ago yes-
terday, forces from Communist North Korea
launched an unprovoked invasion of their
neighbors to the south, initiating what we now
remember as the Korean War.

Over the course of the following three years,
millions of people were killed, wounded or
forced from their homes and many more cap-
tured by the enemy. American troops of all
colors and backgrounds gave their lives for
freedom alongside thousands of Koreans. But
“The Forgotten War,” as it is too often called
because it was sandwiched between World
War Il and Vietnam, was necessary to stem
the Communist tide in Asia and preserve the
spirit of freedom for millions on the Korean
Peninsula.

The battle for Korea likely spared Japan
from the threat of Communist invasion and
showed the Communist world that the United
States and its allies were prepared to vigor-
ously resist Communist aggression. America
and South Korea paid a dear price in blood
and treasure but those who fell contributed
much to the better world the people of South
Korea enjoy today.

Since the end of the War in 1953, South
Korea has grown both economically and politi-
cally and has led as an example of democracy
in East Asia, demonstrating our shared values
of democratic governance, free enterprise and
the rule of law. South Korea is a strong, un-
wavering ally in the U.S.-led Global War on
Terror, having dispatched the third largest
contingent of troops to Iraq, and to Afghani-
stan (where a South Korean soldier was killed
during hostile action), and to Lebanon in sup-
port of peacekeeing operations there. In fact,
South Korea has been one of only four part-
ners and allies that stood with us through all
four major conflicts since World War Il. In ad-
dition, South Korea demonstrated her great
friendship and generosity in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina, pledging over $30 million in
aid for relief and recovery efforts—the fourth
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largest amount donated by any foreign coun-
try.
In contrast, Communist North Korea is in
dire straits, unable to even feed its people.
Like the struggles we see today in the newly
liberated countries of Iraqg and Afghanistan,
when people have the freedom and will to de-
termine their own fate, they will embrace de-
mocracy and freedom and the right of self-de-
termination.

| firmly believe that South Korea may be the
premier success story of U.S. foreign policy in
the post-World War Il period. Having assisted
South Korea in transforming itself from a war-
torn, impoverished economy into a successful
democracy with a free enterprise economy
(the world’s 11th largest), South Korea is now
an indispensable partner with the United
States in promoting democracy, a free market
economy and respect for the rule of law
around the world. Our economic relationship
with South Korea is crucial as the seventh-
largest trading partner with the United States.
And almost sixty years later, the relationship
between the United States and South Korea
continues to be a very special one that builds
upon a foundation of a friendship first laid in
the 1882 Korean American Treaty of Peace,
Amity, Commerce and Navigation.

Unfortunately Madam Speaker, there is a
question mark hanging over our relationship
with South Korea. Monday, June 30, 2008, will
mark the one year anniversary since rep-
resentatives from our two governments signed
the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement here in
Washington. If implemented, this agreement
could potentially be the most commercially-sig-
nificant free trade agreement signed by the
United States in more than a decade. How we
dispose of that Agreement will determine
whether we are serious about enhancing the
strong partnership between our two great
democratic nations, and willing to open the
door wider to the exchange of science and
ideas that help us both to prosper.

South Korea is already the United States’
seventh largest export market and sixth larg-
est market for U.S. agricultural products. In
fact, according to the latest statistics, our an-
nual bilateral trade totals nearly $80 billion.
Koreans have invested nearly $20 billion in
the United States, and have created American
jobs through companies like Hyundai Motors,
Samsung Electronics, and Kia Motors.

As the largest investor in Korea, the United
States already has a leading presence in that
country. Any agreement that can open up
more Korean markets to U.S. goods and serv-
ices can only have a positive effect on the
American economy by creating more and bet-
ter jobs, enriching consumer choice, and
boosting U.S. industry and manufacturing.

But this FTA is more then simply a debate
over economics; it is also recognition of our
special relationship with South Korea and a
strong statement that we will continue to stand
with our allies, especially as we face contin-
ued uncertainty in regards to the nuclear am-
bitions of North Korea.

No agreement or treaty is ever perfect, as it
is always a product of compromise. And |
agree that Congress has a legitimate right to
debate the merits of the agreement; so let's
have that debate; let’s take this agreement out
of legislative limbo, bring it to the House Floor,
have an honest up or down vote, and let the
chips fall where they may, Madam Speaker. |
think we owe our South Korean friends that
much respect.
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